
NALP Liaison Report 

PDC Liaison 

Michele Bendekovic 

 

PDC Winter Meeting – December 11, 2013 

 

The PDC held its winter meeting the day before PDI at the Fairmont Hotel.  Approximately 70 

PDC members attended the meeting.  The meeting agenda is attached.     

 

Michael Downey, Chair, ABA Law Practice Division and Member, ABA Task Force on the 

Future of Legal Education was the keynote speaker.  He did a fantastic job and would be a good 

speaker at a future PDI or NALP Annual conference.  His speech focused on the challenges 

facing legal education, curriculum reform, practice ready graduates and the increasing 

importance of professional development in shaping the legal profession.   

 

The majority of the meeting was spent on coaching and how our role as PD professionals often 

involves acting as a coach.  The speakers are certified coaches and their roles at their firms are as 

internal coaches.  A good deal of time was spent on role playing as a coach, attorney or the 

observer.  The speakers also spent time going over the various certification programs being 

offered and demystifying the process.  The PDI has a special interest group dedicated to 

coaching.  This was a valuable program.   

 

Other News 

Cindy Jackson, Director of Professional Development, Foley Hoag, is the new Vice-Chair.  She 

will move into the Chair role when Jim Lovelace’s term ends in July, 2015.   

 

The summer PDC conference will be held in Montreal, July 10 – 12, 2014. 
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