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Progressive Prosecutors and their 
Commitment to Criminal Justice Reform

April 9 – 12, 2019 • San Diego, CA

Moderator
Rachel Salem Pauley, Director, Social Justice Initiatives, Columbia Law School

Panelists
Sherry M. Cohen, Chief of Legal Recruitment, Bronx County District Attorney’s Office
Lauren-Brooke Eisen, Senior Fellow, Brennan Center for Justice, NYU School of Law
Audrey S. Moore, Executive District Attorney, New York County District Attorney’s Office
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Program

Introductions

Mission of Fair and Just Prosecution 
and Trends

Real World Implementation at 
DANY and BXDA

Counseling Students Interested in 
Criminal Justice Reform
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•Reduce 
Incarceration

•Increase 
Fairness

21 
Principles 
for the 
21st

Century 
Prosecutor

Fair and Just Prosecution
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Bail Reform

Diversion

Alternatives to Incarceration

Conviction Integrity

Community Outreach

Victims Services

Current Reforms at DANY and BXDA
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Counseling Students

Prosecutor’s 
Role in 
Criminal 

Justice System

Office Culture Office Diversity

Community 
Demographics 

and 
Engagement

Resources
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Top Ten Factors to Consider When 
Looking at a Prosecutor’s Office

Who is 
the 
DA?

Mission 
of the 
office?

Office demographics 
and commitment to 

diversity?

Types of crimes prosecuted (e.g., violent 
crimes, white collar crimes, quality of life 

crimes, special victims crimes)?

Does the office support criminal justice reform? Recent initiatives/reforms, i.e. bail 
reform, drug (marijuana) policies, how deal with “crimes of poverty,” pre‐arraignment 

diversion programs, commitment and resources devoted to Alternatives to Incarceration?
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Top Ten Factors to Consider When 
Looking at a Prosecutor’s Office

Training opportunities / opportunities to 
transfer and advance within the Office?

How much discretion 
are ADAs given?

Relationship to 
the community?

Relationship to law 
enforcement partners?

What is the office policy on bar failure, 
family friendliness/child care policies?
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Contact Information

Sherry M. Cohen
Bureau Chief, Legal Recruitment 
Bronx District Attorney's Office
(718) 838-7530
cohenshe@bronxda.nyc.gov

Audrey S. Moore
Executive Assistant District Attorney,
Chief Diversity Officer & Chief of the
Special Victims Bureau 
New York County District Attorney's
Office
(212) 335-4205
moorea@dany.nyc.gov

Lauren-Brooke Eisen
Senior Fellow, Justice Program
Brennan Center for Justice
at NYU School of Law
(646) 292-8329
lbeisen@nyu.edu

Rachel Salem Pauley
Director of Government Programs
Organization
Columbia Law School, Social Justice
Initiatives
(212) 854-7486
rachel.pauley@law.columbia.edu
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