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Rule1.4
Communication

(a) A lawyer shall:

(1) promptly inform the client of any decision or circumstance
with respect to which the client’s informed consent, as defined in
Rule 1.0(e), is required by these Rules;

(2) reasonably consult with the client about the means by which
the client’s objectives are to be accomplished;

(3) keep the client reasonably informed about the status of the
matter:

(4) promptly comply with reasonable requests for information;
and

(5) consult with the client about any relevant limitation on the
lawyer’s conduct when the lawyer knows that the client expects
assistance not permitted by the Rules of Professional Conduct or
other law.

(b)A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent reasonably
necessary to permit the client to make informed decisions regarding
the representation.
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Rule 1.7
Conflict of Interest: Current Clients

(a) Exceptas provided in paragraph (b), a lawyer shall not represent
a client if the representation involves a concurrent conflict of interest.
A concurrent conflict of interest exists if:

(1) the representation of one client will be directly adverse
to another client; or

(2) there is a significant risk that the representation of
one or more clients will be materially limited by the lawyer's
responsibilities to another client, a former client or a third person
or by a personal interest of the lawyer.

(b)Notwithstanding the existence of a concurrent conflict of interest
under paragraph (a), a lawyer may represent a client if:

(1) the lawyer reasonably believes that the lawyer will be able
to provide competent and diligent representation to each affected
client:

(2) the representation is not prohibited by law;

(3) the representation does not involve the assertion of a claim
by one client against another client represented by the lawyer in
the same litigation or other proceeding before a tribunal; and

(4) each affected client gives informed consent, confirmed
in writing,
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Rule 1.9
Duties to Former Clients

(a) A lawyer who has formerly represented a client in a matter shall
not thereafter represent another person in the same or a substantially
related matter in which that person’s interests are materially adverse
to the interests of the former client unless the former client gives
informed consent, confirmed in writing,.

(b) A lawyer shall not knowingly represent a person in the same
or a substantially related matter in which a firm with which the
lawyer formerly was associated had previously represented a client

(1) whose interests are materially adverse to that person; and

(2) about whom the lawyer had acquired information protected
by Rules 1.6 and 1.9(c) that is material to the matter; unless the
former client gives informed consent, confirmed in writing,

(c) A lawyer who has formerly represented a client in a matter
or whose present or former firm has formerly represented a client
in a matter shall not thereafter:

(1) use information relating to the representation to the
disadvantage of the former client except as these Rules would
permit or require with respect to a client, or when the information
has become generally known; or

(2) reveal information relating to the representation except
as these Rules would permit or require with respect to a client.
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Rule 1.10

Imputation of Conflicts of Interest:
General Rule

(a) While lawyers are associated in a firm, none of them shall
knowingly represent a client when any one of them practicing alone
would be prohibited from doing so by Rules 1.7 or 1.9, unless

(1) the prohibition is based on a personal interest of the
disqualified lawyer and does not present a significant risk

of materially limiting the representation of the client by the

remaining lawyers in the firm; or

(2) the prohibition is based upon Rule 1.9(a) or (b), and arises
out of the disqualified lawyer's association with a prior firm, and

(i) the disqualified lawyer is timely screened from any
participation in the matter and is apportioned no part of the
tee therefrom;

(ii) written notice is promptly given to any atfected former
client to enable the former client to ascertain compliance with
the provisions of this Rule, which shall include a description
of the screening procedures employed; a statement of the firm's
and of the screened lawyer’s compliance with these Rules; a
statement that review may be available before a tribunal; and
an agreement by the firm to respond promptly to any written
inquiries or objections by the former client about the screening
procedures; and

(iii) certifications of compliance with these Rules and with
the screening procedures are provided to the former client by
the screened lawyer and by a partner of the firm, at reasonable
intervals upon the former client’s written request and upon
termination of the screening procedures.

(b)When a lawyer has terminated an association with a firm, the
firm is not prohibited from thereafter representing a person with
interests materially adverse to those of a client represented by the
formerly associated lawyer and not currently represented by the
firm, unless:

(1) the matter is the same or substantially related to that in
which the formerly associated lawyer represented the client; and

(2) any lawyer remaining in the firm has information protected
by Rules 1.6 and 1.9(c) that is material to the matter.
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(c) A disqualification prescribed by this rule may be waived by
the affected client under the conditions stated in Rule 1.7.

(d)The disqualification of lawyers associated in a firm with former
or current government lawyers is governed by Rule 1.11.

Rule 1.17
Sale of Law Practice

A lawyer or a law firm may sell or purchase a law practice, or an
area of law practice, including good will, if the following conditions
are satisfied:

(a) The seller ceases to engage in the private practice of law, or in
the area of practice that has been sold, [in the geographic areal [in
the jurisdiction] (a jurisdiction may elect either version) in which
the practice has been conducted;

(b)The entire practice, or the entire area of practice, is sold to one
or more lawyers or law firms;

(c) The seller gives written notice to each of the seller’s clients
regarding;

(1) the proposed sale;

(2) the client’s right to retain other counsel or to take possession
of the file; and

(3) the fact that the client’s consent to the transfer of the client’s
files will be presumed if the client does not take any action or does
not otherwise object within ninety (90) days of receipt of the notice.

If a client cannot be given notice, the representation of that client
may be transferred to the purchaser only upon entry of an order so
authorizing by a court having jurisdiction. The seller may disclose
to the court in camera information relating to the representation only
to the extent necessary to obtain an order authorizing the transfer
of a file.

(d)The fees charged clients shall not be increased by reason of
the sale.
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Rule 5.6
Restrictions on Right to Practice

A lawyer shall not participate in offering or making;:

(a)a partnership, shareholders, operating, employment, or other
similar type of agreement that restricts the right of a lawyer to practice
after termination of the relationship, except an agreement concerning
benefits upon retirement; or

(b)an agreement in which a restriction on the lawyer’s right to
practice is part of the settlement of a client controversy.

Rule 8.4
Misconduct

It is professional misconduct for a lawyer to:

(a) violate or attempt to violate the Rules of Professional Conduct,
knowingly assist or induce another to do so, or do so through the acts
of another:

(b)commit a eriminal act that reflects adversely on the lawyer’s
honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer in other respects;

(c) engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or
misrepresentation;

(d)engage in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration
of justice;

(e) state or imply an ability to influence improperly a government
agency or official or to achieve results by means that violate the Rules
of Professional Conduct or other law: or

(f) knowingly assist a judge or judicial officer in conduct that is
a violation of applicable rules of judicial conduct or other law.



